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Item #3
Resolution 12—57

The Honolulu City Council
Committeeon Safety,EconomicDevelopmentand GovernmentAffairs

Council MemberTulsi Gabbard- Chairman

Resolution12-57 Urging the State of Hawaii and the United States Food and Drug
Administrationto RequireLabelingof GeneticallyEngineeredFood.

Position: Oppose

SubmittedBy: RobertPaull
5393PoolaStreet
Honolulu,HI 96821
<robert.paull@hawaii,n.corn>

Testimony:
I havebeenaProfessorattheUniversityofHawaii atManoafor morethanthirty yearsin

theareaofcropproductionandplant sciences.Thistestimonyis submittedasaprivatecitizenand
voterin theCity andCountyof Honolulu,andnot asarepresentativeoftheUniversity.

Thejustificationin thisresolutionaredisingenuous,for exampleofthepeopleinvolvedin
the2007surveycitedin thefirst whereasonly 8%characterizedthemselvesasbeingwell informed
aboutgeneticallyengineeredfoodand30%believedthatnon-GMfruit do notcontaingenes.All life
irrespectiveofwhetherit is GM ornon-GMcontaingenes.

Theresolutionalso fails to point out thatconsumersalreadyhavea choiceandcaneasily
avoidGM food.Consumerscanpurchaseorganicfoodthatis toutedasbeingGMO-freeandit can
besolabeled.

Labelsneedto be truthful and notmisleading.US labelinglawsareregulatedby theFood
andDrugAdministrationandaimto provideiuformationrelatedtohealth,safetyandnutrition.There
is no scientificevidencethat GM-foodson themarketareunsafe.You arebeingaskedto endorse
asociallabelingbasedonbeliefandfear.
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